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December 1986 – The 45th Anniversary of the attack.  At their meeting in Hawaii The Pearl Harbor Survivors Association (PHSA) awarded the next of kin of these two officers a Resolution honoring them.

      It was this event, which started my brother and me on our quest to restore the honor and reputations of these two officers. We reasoned that perhaps this action by the PHSA, the persons most impacted upon by the attack, indicated that there had been a change in attitude toward the culpability of these two officers.

April 1988 - William L. Ball appointed Secretary of the Navy (SecNav). When he learned the facts from our presentations, he recommended to the Secretary of Defense (SecDef), Frank Carlucci, in December 1988 that the matter of the advancement of these officers should be sent to the President for decision.

January 1989 - SecDef refuses to send the matter to the President.

January 1989 - New Administration - George H.W. Bush becomes President.

January - May 1989 - No new SecDef in place. However immediately following Dick Cheney's confirmation as SecDef in late May 1989 we sent him a letter requesting his support for our effort.

November 1989 – SecDef Cheney wrote a constituent in Wyoming (a friend of my son, Teddy, who lives in Wilson, WY and who had asked this constituent for help) that if the Kimmel family could successfully complete several projects which he enumerated that he would give serious consideration to the family's request.

The Year 1990 and First Six Months of 1991 - I completed SecDef Cheney's "make work" projects, which I am sure he thought the family would never complete, and forwarded the results to him.

      During this time I obtained updated resolutions of support from the Veterans Of Foreign Wars, United States Naval Academy Alumni Association, the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association, the Admiral Nimitz Foundation and the Pearl Harbor Commemorative Committee of Lexington, KY. I also obtained support from several Senators, among who were Strom Thurmond, William Roth, Pete Domenici, Allen Simpson, John McCain, Joe Biden and Edward M. Kennedy who signed and sent a joint letter to the President requesting him to support our request.

August 1991 – SecDef Cheney rejected our request and stated that in his opinion "the promotion process was not the proper way to correct Admiral Kimmel's place in history" - but he offered no alternative.

October and November 1991 - My brother and I wrote President George H. W. Bush and requested his support.  In addition, a petition was filed with the President by 37 navy flag officers including two former Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 5 former Chiefs of Naval Operations, asking him to advance

Admiral Kimmel to his highest held World War II rank.

      The aforementioned requests were denied by the President's Military Attaché - Lt. Gen. Richard Trefry who wrote that the "uniformed navy" did not support the request. I wrote him back and asked how could he have the temerity to take such a position in view of the admirals' petition and United States Naval Academy Alumni Association resolution of support. I inquired if these were not the uniformed Navy - who was?

The Years 1992 -1994 -1 engaged in correspondence with numerous high officials of the Department of Defense (DOD) seeking their support but to no avail. They wouldn't take the time to see me or talk to me over the phone. This is what I refer to as the "stonewalling period".

January 1995 - May 1995 - In desperation I turned to Senator Strom Thurmond for help. My son, Manning, in South Carolina was one of his constituents. We met with him and the Senator asked, "What else can you do?" I answered that nobody in the DOD would meet or talk with me to which the Senator replied, "Well, I can take care of that."  The Senator was Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee and he convened a hearing for April 1995. He directed the DOD to send representatives and he permitted members of the Kimmel family to testify and state their case. Also present at the hearing were several navy admirals, one of whom was a former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, several historians and a representative of the PHSA, all of whom

supported our position.

      The Senator obtained a commitment from the DOD representative to review the matter of the advancement in rank of the Pearl Harbor Commanders and to complete the review before the end of the year 1995. Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) Edwin S. Dorn was assigned this task and in

December 1995 he issued his report - now known as the "Dorn Report".

The 1995 Dorn Report - While it did not recommend that the Pearl Harbor Commanders be advanced in rank to their highest held World War II ranks it nevertheless contained some significant findings: -

      First - 54 years after the event - it said unequivocally that Admiral Kimmel and General Short were not solely responsible for the Pearl Harbor disaster - that responsibility should be broadly shared.

      Second - it said code breaking intelligence in Washington the evening of December 6h and morning of December 7th provided warning of an attack on the United States at dawn (Hawaii time) on December 7th by Japan but the Hawaiian Commanders were not informed.
      Comment: The Administration and its high military and naval command have never been able to make a cogent explanation of the dark night and ghastly morning of December 6 and December 7 and their failure to warn the Hawaiian Commanders based on information at their disposal. Thus, their activities, characterized by Secretary Dorn in his next finding, are still enveloped in a dirty and dark fog.
     Third, it said “the evidence of the handling of these messages in Washington reveals ineptitude, some unwarranted assumptions and misestimates, limited coordination, ambiguous language, and lack of clarification and follow up at higher levels.”

January 1996 - May 1999 Armed with the results of 10 investigations, one of which, the 1944 Naval Court of Inquiry fully exonerated Admiral Kimmel and approved of his military decisions and disposition of forces in light of the information at his disposal, and having been turned down by the DOD and one Administration, I now turned to the full Senate for relief.

       Much time was spent with the Delaware Senatorial delegation, William Roth and Joseph Biden convincing them of the merits of our position. Finally an opportunity presented itself and Senator Roth in May 1999 introduced an amendment to the Defense Authorization Act for FY 2000 which, recited that the Pearl

Harbor Commanders had performed their duties "competently and professionally" and requested the President to nominate them to their highest held World War II ranks of Admiral and Lieutenant General, respectively.

      After two days of contentious debate, on May 25, 1999 the Senate voted 52-47 to adopt the amendment, 23 Republicans and 29 Democrats voting in favor of its adoption - a bipartisan vote.

      However, the battle was not over. This amendment went to Conference with the House and when the Conference Committee report issued our amendment was not included in the agreed upon final version of the legislation. We were once again dead in the water!
The Year 2000 - Fortunately, we had an ally in the House of Representatives, Representative John Spratt of South Carolina, my son Manning was one of his constituents, who was wise enough to say he would introduce a bill identical to the amendment adopted by the Senate with the hope that something might come of it in the

Year 2000. Sure enough he was correct and in the year 2000, solely through his efforts, the House Armed Services Committee voted to include his bill in the House version of its Defense Authorization

Act (DFA) for FY 2001.

      This legislation passed the House handily 351-63 and none of the opposing votes had anything to do with the provisions relating to relief for the Hawaiian Commanders. When the House version of the DFA for FY 2001 came to the Senate that body was overwhelmed by its momentum and adopted it for its own version

of the DFA for FY 2001.

      The DFA for FY 2001 was then adopted by both the Senate and House in the fall of 2000 with the provisions we wanted and sent to President Clinton who signed the bill, but failed to honor the Congressional request that he nominate the Pearl Harbor Commanders to their highest held World War II ranks.

The Years 2001. 2002 and 2003 - Shortly after George W. Bush took office in 2001 wrote and asked him to honor the Congressional request that he nominate the Pearl Harbor Commanders to their highest held World War II ranks. So far, despite intense lobbying and pressure of all kinds he has failed to do so. And his Chief of Staff, Andrew Card, backed by Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), David S.C. Chu, has refused to recommend to the President that he make the nominations on the grounds that there is "no new or extraordinary evidence" which would justify overturning a decision made over 50 years ago. Needless to say I have challenged that assertion with evidence, which I believe more than justifies overturning that decision. However, Secretary Chu has not answered my letters on this subject, and so far both he and Mr. Card have refused to meet with me to discuss the matter - similar to the "stonewalling" which took place years earlier by the DOD. Nevertheless we are keeping up our efforts and hope they will bring results.

My View Of Where We Now Stand On The Merits - It is clear tome that we have made out our case on the merits. Moreover, I regard the Congressional enactment of the DFA for FY 2001 as tantamount to restoration of the honor and reputations of the Pearl Harbor Commanders. This action by those representative bodies

closest to the people is the best indication of the feelings of American Citizens with respect to this matter.

      I am pressing for the nomination to their highest held World War II ranks simply because I want to expunge government records of the sole remaining scintilla of evidence that the government continues to regard Admiral Kimmel and General Short as solely responsible for the Pearl Harbor disaster.

Edward R. Kimmel

Wilmington, DE, February 22, 2003

PAGE  
1

